
Advent

• Advent- 4 weeks leading up to Christmas when we 

prepare our hearts for arrival of  Jesus

• Will use Revised Common Lectionary readings – 

selection of  Bible passages tied to Christian calendar

• Today’s readings:

• Isaiah 35:1-10

• Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55

• James 5:7-10

• Matthew 11:2-11



Advent

Theme for week – Joy

• Joy – state of  great delight rooted in conscious awareness of  

our relationship w/God

• Joy has an emotional element – often joy is accompanied by 

happiness, but we can be joyful without being happy

• We are commanded to rejoice always (Phil 4.4, 1Thes 5.16) – 

how?

• We can express delight in the Lord (rejoice in the Lord 

always) because our relationship with Him is constant

• Walks with us through the darkest valley

• Never leaves us or forsakes us

• He is God of  All Comfort who comforts us in our 

suffering

• His mercies are new every morning

• He works all things together for the good of  those who 

love Him

• We can always express delight in the Lord because the 

Lord is always good and He is always with us



Advent

V1-4: Creation welcomes God to earth 

• V1-2: Nature rejoices at the arrival of  God

• Rom 8.18-20: creation was subjected to 

frustration/futility at the Fall

• V3-4:  God’s people take heart at His arrival

• Strengthen the feeble hands – encourage the 

disheartened/discouraged

• Steady the knees that give way - make firm people who 

are staggering/stumbling

• Say to the fearful heart ‘Be strong, don’t fear…your 

God comes to save you’ – encourage the ones in a state 

of  severe distress because they are dreading the future 

that everything is going to be ok because God is coming 

to punish their enemies and to rescue them



Advent

V5-7: Creation is transformed by God’s arrival 

• See Jesus in these verses – Incarnation is God coming to 

earth in human form 

• People/nature are transformed - emphasis on 

comprehensive nature of  transformation

• lives of  those touched in these ways would be radically 

different – physically, relationally, spiritually- like the 

way streams would transform deserts

• Jesus performs each of  these signs

• Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear 

and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those 

who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf  hear, the dead 

are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 

poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 

account of  me.”

• Jesus said, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and 

drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, 

rivers of  living water will flow from within them.”



Advent

V8-10: God’s people are restored to Him

• A Way is made through the desert back to Jerusalem – 

home of  Temple and Temple is ‘home’ of  God on earth 

• Highway – major graded road vs small path; suitable for 

travel for many

• Not all on the Way

• Unclean/fool – those who have defiled themselves; 

those who know truth of  God but reject it

• God’s people are on the Way

• Redeemed/restored – those who have been set free 

from some obligation

• Two ways Jesus is the Way

• Path to the Father – I am the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.

• Example of  how to live in relationship with the 

Father –we are to be ‘instructed in the way of  the Lord’ 

(way = way of  life; idea of  conducting one’s life in a 

certain manner)



Advent

• Do you need to be overtaken by joy this morning?

• Joy will overtake them and sorrow and sighing 

will flee away

• State of  great delight will catch up to God’s people

• Grief  and emotional/physical pain will be dealt 

with

• Do you need a way made?

• Isa 43.18-21:  Forget the former things; do not dwell 

on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 

way in the wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the jackals 

and the owls, because I provide water in the 

wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink 

to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for 

myself  that they may proclaim my praise. 
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