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• Written by Paul in 60-62 while he is imprisoned in 
Rome; 10-12 years after he planted the church

• Written to:
• Say ‘thank you’ for their financial gift supporting 

him while under house arrest (4.10-23)
• To encourage church to conduct themselves in a 

manner worthy of the Gospel - 
• In midst of internal grumbling have same 

mindset Jesus had – interact with each other in 
humility  putting needs of others above your 
own

• In midst of suffering caused by external 
opposition have same mindset Paul had - stand 
firm in the Gospel

• Closing commands
• Rejoice in the Lord always
• Let your gentleness be evident to all
• Don’t be anxious about anything, but pray about 

everything
• Think about things that are true, noble, pure, right, 

lovely, admirable, excellent, praiseworthy
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I can do all thing through Christ who gives me 
strength. 

• This is secret to being content in every 
situation

• Content – literally, ‘self-sufficiency’

• Paul turns concept upside down - only 
way to be self-sufficient is to realize 
our dependency on Jesus

• Strength – to become able to do 
something/function in a certain way

• Jesus enables Paul to be satisfied/at 
peace/ok in every circumstance he 
encounters as he follows Jesus
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Paul’s hardship list (2 Cor 11.24-28):

• Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes 
minus one. 

• Three times I was beaten with rods, 

• once I was pelted with stones, 

• three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day 
in the open sea

• I have been constantly on the move. 

• I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from 
bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from 
Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in 
danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 

• I have labored and toiled and have often gone without 
sleep; 

• I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food

• I have been cold and naked. 

• Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches.
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My God will supply all your needs according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

• Meet – make full

• Needs – what is necessary for life

• According to His riches of His glory – in conforming 
with the abundance of His beauty, splendor, and 
holiness that we see revealed in Jesus

Philippians giving (2Cor 8.1-3)

• And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as 
they were able, and even beyond their ability

• Philippians gave to Paul to extent that it created a need 
in their lives. This giving was a credit to their ‘heavenly 
account’ and pleasing to the Lord; therefore they can 
expect God to meet any need created by their giving.
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