
Preparing for a Surprise

■ Advent- 4wks leading up to Christmas when we prepare for 
arrival of  Jesus
– Past horizon – looking back at Jesus’ 1st coming; Nativity
– Present horizon – looking for Jesus to come to us today 

through Spirit
– Future horizon – looking for Jesus to return again and 

complete His mission; Revelation

■ Look at past to teach us about present



An Epidemic of  Hopelessness

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recently released a 
report that is the closest thing we have to the quantification of  despair. 
Between 1999 and 2017, suicide rates in the United States rose to their 
highest level since World War II. The increase can be found among 
women and men, and in every racial and ethnic group. But the spike 
among people between the ages of  15 and 34 is particularly disturbing. 
Hopelessness among the young seems a more direct assault on hope itself.

-Michael Gerson, Washington Post; June 20, 2019



Hope 

Common hope - feeling of  expectation 
and desire for a certain thing to happen
• Future orientation
• Focus on desired outcome
• Feels wobbly

NT hope - confident expectation of  a 
better future
• Future orientation
• Focus on desired outcome
• Feels solid



Common hope – rooted in numerous 
variables over which we have varying 
degrees of  control; outcome remains 
uncertain to large extent; wishful 
thinking

NT hope – rooted in God’s character 
over which has been clearly 
demonstrated in the past; outcome is 
sure, but timing is not; confident 
expectation



God honors His Word 
• Jesus over 300 OT prophecies

• Born of  a woman (Gen 3.15)
• Of  the line of  Abraham (Gen 12.1-3)
• Through the tribe of  Judah (Gen 

49.10)
• Of  the house of  David (2 Sam 7.12-

13)
• In the city of  Bethlehem (Micah 5.2)
• To a virgin (Isaiah 7.14)

• Odds of  fulfilling 8 = 1 in 1017

• Odds of  fulfilling 48 = 1 in 10157



Timing of  our hope
Romans 8:24-25 But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what he already 
has? But if  we hope for what we do not yet 
have, we wait for it patiently.

■ Proverbs 13:12 Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree 
of  life.

■ Romans 5:5 And hope does not 
disappoint us (put us to shame), because 
God has poured out his love into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 
given us.


