
Letters to the Churches

• Ch2-3: specific message for each of  the seven 
churches

• Philadelphia
• Gateway to the East – located along major east-west 

road connecting Smyrna to cities farther east
• Had been a ‘missionary city’ in the past – spread 

Greek culture and language to newly annexed 
territories in the east

• Leveled by an earthquake in 17AD; many fled city at 
slightest tremors out of  fear 



Write to angel of  church To the angel of  the church in Philadelphia write

Description of  Jesus Him who is holy and true, who holds the key of  David…what He opens 
no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open

Encouragement I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that 
you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied 
my name. I will make those who are of  the synagogue of  Satan…come 
and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. Since 
you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep 
you from the hour of  trial that is going to come on the whole world ... I 
am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take 
your crown.

Correction/call to 
repent/punishment

- - None given - -

Promise to overcomers The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of  My God. 
Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of  My 
God and the name of  the city of  My God, the new Jerusalem… and I 
will also write on them My new name.

Call to listen Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.



Encouragement

  They have been faithful in face of  persecution

  Looking ahead to the future
  Jesus will vindicate them
  Jesus will protect them during (or remove them from) the Great Tribulation
  John 17.15: My prayer is not that you take them out of  the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one.
  Rev 7.2-3:  Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of  the living 

God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the 
land and the sea:  “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the 
foreheads of  the servants of  our God. 

  Jesus is coming back soon (‘without unnecessary delay’ not ‘immediately’)



Pray for the Persecuted

  245mil Christians live in areas 
w/high levels of  persecution

  In 2018
  Over 4000 martyred 
  Over 2600 imprisoned w/o trial
  Over 1200 churches attacked

  StoneBridge missionaries 
serving in areas of  persecution

  ICommitToPray.com

  OpenDoorsUsa.org



Be a gateway

Gateway – point of  access or entry

  God opens doors:  2 Cor 2:12- Now when I went to Troas to 
preach the gospel of  Christ and found that the Lord had 
opened a door for me

  Ask God to open more doors:  Col 4:3 - And pray for us, too, 
that God may open a door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of  Christ, for which I am in chains.

  Walk through doors God has opened:  1Cor 16.8-9- But I 
will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door 
for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who 
oppose me.



Be a gateway

  Extroverts – meeting people/talking to people 
isn’t hard and interaction is life-giving
  Be prayerful and intentional
  Col 4.6:  Let your conversation be always full of  

grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone.

  Introverts – initiating conversation can be 
challenging and interaction is draining
  In our weakness, God is strong
  Assume God is opening doors for conversation 

then walk through 


