
Recap  
• In Jerusalem for religious 

festival 

• Bethesda – pool where sick 
gathered hoping for healing 
miracle

• Man couldn’t walk for 
38yrs; Get up! Pick up your 
mat and walk.

• Carrying in public violated 
Tradition of  Elders for 
honoring Sabbath



• Describes relationship w/God 
through lens of  work

• Refers to self  as ‘Son’ and God  as 
‘Father’

• Two major themes describing 
relationship btwn Father and Son: 
• Son is equal with the Father
• Son is dependent upon Father
• Trinitarian language – one God 

who exists in three Persons 
(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)



John 5.19-23

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do 
nothing by himself; the Son can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does.  For the Father 
loves the Son and shows the Son all he, the Father, does. Yes, and the 
Father will show the Son even greater works than these, so that you 
will be amazed. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them 
life, even so the Son gives life to whom the Son is pleased to give it.  
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to 
the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. 
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent 
the Son. 



• Context for Son’s work- only what 
Father does and everything that Father 
does

• Basis for Son’s work- the love the 
Father has for the Son

• Extent of  Son’s work- greater things 
than healing a man who hasn’t been 
able to walk for 38yrs:
• Giving life to those to whom He is 

pleased to give it- Lazarus
• Judging the world

‘Working’ Relationship 
between Father and Son



John 5.24-30
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes the Father who 
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from 
death to life. Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when 
the dead will hear the voice of  the Son of  God and those who hear will 
live. For as the Father has life in himself, so the Father has granted the Son 
also to have life in himself. And the Father has given the Son authority to 
judge because the Son of  the Father is the Son of  Man.  Do not be amazed 
at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear the 
Son’s voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to 
live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. By 
myself  I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for 
I seek not to please myself  but the Father who sent me.”



Relationship between Father and Son

Son is equal with Father

■ Does all that Father does including 
working on Sabbath, giving life to 
others, and judging the world

■ Is to be honored to same degree 
Father is honored

■ Responding to Son necessary for 
eternal life just like responding to 
Father is necessary for eternal life

■ Has life in Himself  like the Father

Son is dependent upon Father

■ His work is defined by Father- does 
only what Father does

■ His work is dependent upon 
Father- does nothing by Himself, 
has been entrusted with 
authority/responsibility to judge 
by Father

■ Has been granted by Father to have 
life in Himself

■ Seeks to please Father



Imitate me?

• 1 Corinthians 11.1 Be imitators of  me (follow my example), just as I also am 
of  Christ (to the degree that I am imitating Jesus.) 

•To what degree would someone who is following your example also following 
the example of  Jesus?

•Think more apprenticeship and less mimicry



Revelation 20.11-15:  Final Judgement 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The 
earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of  
life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of  fire. The lake of  fire is the second death. Anyone whose 
name was not found written in the book of  life was thrown into the lake 
of  fire.


