
RECAP

 David anointed by Samuel to be next king

 David introduced as God’s chosen one
  1Sam 13:14:  But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought 

out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of  his people, because 
you have not kept the LORD’s command.

  1Sam 15.27:  “The LORD has torn the kingdom of  Israel from you today and 
has given it to one of  your neighbors—to one better than you.

 This week:  David introduced as a worshipper 



POINT OF EMPHASIS

  14 Now the Spirit of  the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from 
the LORD tormented him.

  15 Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you.

  16 He will play when the evil spirit from God comes on you, and you will feel 
better.

  23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre 
and play. Then relief  would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil 
spirit would leave him.

  Also 18.10 and 19.9- ‘an evil spirit from God/the Lord’



WHAT IS GOD DOING?

  What is not going on here
  Mental illness- Bible clearly says, ‘evil spirit’
  God can do whatever He wants- God always acts consistent w/His character
  Natural result of  God removing His Spirit from Saul- doesn’t seem to take ‘from 

the Lord’ into account

  What God is doing
  Expression of  God’s judgment on Saul for his disobedience 
  Attempt by God to reconcile Saul to Himself  as a son
  Yes, both are possible- final verdict depends on Saul’s response



INITIAL JUDGMENT OR FIRST STEP TOWARD 
SALVATION?

  Judges 9.23- The Lord sent an evil spirit between Abimilech and the citizens 
of  Shechem

  1 Kings 22.20-23- And the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking 
Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’  

  “One suggested this, and another that. Finally, a spirit came forward, stood 
before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him… I will go out and be a 
deceiving spirit in the mouths of  all his prophets,’ he said.  

  “‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’  “So now 
the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of  all these prophets of  
yours.”



GOD PURSUES RECONCILIATION 

  Ezekiel 18:23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of  the wicked? declares the 
Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and 
live?

  Ezekiel 33:11 Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, I 
take no pleasure in the death of  the wicked, but prefer that the wicked change 
his behavior and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil deeds! Why should 
you die, O house of  Israel?'

  2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.



STEP BACK AND SEE

• God who pursues relationship 
relentlessly and will use any means 
necessary to provoke repentance

• Where are you experiencing pain?

• What is that pain provoking in 
you?


